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Legal Foundations  
 
Statutory foundation: Mississippi and federal statutes mandate the necessity for school districts 
to establish services for English Language Learners that are non-discriminatory and based on 
pedagogically sound educational theory and practice. It is the school district’s responsibility to 
comply with all legal mandates related to English Language Learners. Meridian Public School 
District (MPSD) is committed to providing all English Language Learners full access to the 
district’s instructional programs and the assistance needed to become proficient in academic 
English. 

Educational Theory and Approach  
 
Teaching English to second language learners is not as daunting as it may seem; many people 
have the misconception that an educator must be fluent in the students' native languages in order 
to teach them. However, exercises that involve repetition and involve basic language theory can 
be used to successfully teach students whose first language is not English. It is also important 
that teachers have a strong command and understanding of the English language and that they 
use a variety of resources to communicate the basics of word recognition, phonetics, tenses, 
grammar and reading comprehension.  
 
The World-Class Instructional Design Assessment Consortium (WIDA) is a consortium of 23 
states dedicated to the design and implementation of high standards and equitable educational 
opportunities for English language learners. The WIDA Consortium developed English language 
proficiency standards and an English language proficiency test aligned with those standards. By 
joining the WIDA consortium, Mississippi adopted the WIDA English Language Proficiency 
(ELP) Standards that are designed to assess the progress of children in attaining English 
proficiency, including a child’s level of comprehension in the four recognized domains of 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 
are based on the academic language content of PreK-12 students.  
 
The English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards are designed as a curriculum and 
instruction-planning tool. They help educators determine children's ELP levels and appropriately 
challenge them to reach higher levels. The five standards encompass the areas of Social and 
Instructional language: the language of Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies. The 
follows WIDA ELP Standards are utilized:  
 
Standard 1:  English language learners communicate for Social and Instructional purposes within  

the school.  
Standard 2: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary  

for academic success in the content area of Language Arts.  
Standard 3: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary  

for academic success in the content area of Mathematics.  
Standard 4: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary  

for academic success in the content area of Science.  
Standard 5: English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary  

for academic success in the content area of Social Studies. 
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Identification of Potential ELLs  
 
Educational decision making for ELLs requires procedures for identification, assessment, and 
proper program placement.  The MDE, in conjunction with federal guidelines regarding ELLs, 
provide the guidance LEAs need to identify, assess, and place students into an appropriate 
language instruction educational program.  
 
The identification and placement of ELLs in an appropriate language program that assures them 
of an equitable, quality education is a four-step process.  
Step 1 – Home Language Survey  
Step 2 – Initial Assessment of Language Proficiency  
Step 3 – Parental Notification  
Step 4 – Program Placement 
 
Step 1 – Registration and Home Language Survey (HLS)  
 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VI, Language Minority Compliance Procedure requires 
LEAs to identify Limited English Proficient (LEP) students. The Mississippi Department of 
Education has selected the Home Language Survey (HLS) as the tool to identify LEP students. 
The purpose of this survey is to determine if there is a primary language other than English 
spoken in the home. Schools have a responsibility under federal law to serve students who are 
LEP and in need of ESL or bilingual instruction in order to be successful in core academic 
subjects. Given this responsibility, the District has the right to ask for the information they need 
to identify these students.  
 
The district will require documents during the registration process:  proof of residency within the 
district and proof of required vaccinations.  If these two documents are provided the student may 
enroll.  School personnel will not require parents to disclose their immigration status nor require 
social security numbers (Plyer v. Doe, 1982 Supreme Court Decision).  A student number will be 
assigned to all students regardless of whether they possess a social security card or not. 

 
The HLS is part of the district’s registration process. The parent or guardian of all students must 
complete the HLS at the time of initial enrollment into a Mississippi school, and the HLS 
becomes part of the student's permanent record through the student’s graduation. It may be 
helpful to conduct an interview with the student and/or parents during the enrollment process. 
 
 
Step 2 – Initial Assessment of Language Proficiency  
 
Conduct an initial assessment of English language proficiency to determine the level of English 
proficiency and to facilitate appropriate instructional and program placement decisions. A 
student whose HLS indicates the presence of a language other than English must be assessed for 
English-language proficiency within thirty (30) days of enrollment at the beginning of the school 
year. Assess students who register after the beginning of the school year within two (2) weeks of 
enrollment.  
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The WIDA ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) helps determine eligibility for placement in the 
District’s English language development program. The W-APT assesses English language 
proficiency in all four domains of language development: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing–as well as comprehension to ensure that student's language needs are properly identified 
and addressed through the District’s educational program. This screening tool is used to 
determine whether a child is eligible for English language instructional services. If determined 
that the student needs services, the student is classified as ELL in the district’s student 
identification system.  
 
The W-APT yields an overall composite score based on the language domains tested. Adhere to 
the following guidelines when determining eligibility for placement in the English language 
instruction educational program: 
 
Kindergarten W-APT  
 
The Kindergarten W-APT is an adaptive test whose components can be administered to students 
in pre-K, Kindergarten, or 1st semester first grade, depending on a student’s individual 
circumstances. Newly enrolled kindergarteners (fall semester) would take only the Listening and 
Speaking components. A student entering in the second half of the Kindergarten year would take 
all four components: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The criteria for eligibility will 
follow these guidelines for the 1st semester:  
 

• Administer the Listening and Speaking portions of the Kindergarten W-APT and note 
the combined Listening and Speaking Raw Score.  
• If the combined Listening and Speaking Raw Score is 27 or above, the student meets 
the minimum criteria for English language proficiency.  
• If the combined Listening and Speaking Raw Score is less than 27, then the student 
will be deemed eligible for language assistance services.  

 
When the Kindergarten W-APT is utilized for students from 2nd semester of Kindergarten 
through the first semester of first grade, the criteria for eligibility will follow these guidelines: 
 

• Administer the Listening and Speaking portions of the Kindergarten W-APT and note 
the combined Listening and Speaking Raw Score.  
• If the combined Listening and Speaking Raw Score is less than 19, then the student 
will be deemed eligible for language assistance services.  
• If the combined Listening and Speaking Raw Score is between 19 and 27, administer 
the Reading and Writing portions of the Kindergarten W-APT.  
• Unless the students' reading score is 11 or higher and the writing score is 12 or higher, 
the student will be deemed eligible for language assistance services.  
• If the student’s Reading score is 14 or higher and the Writing score is 17 or higher, 
then the student meets the minimum criteria for English language proficiency. However, 
the LEAs have the discretion of using additional indicators to inform the final decision. 
The Reading and Writing scores provide supporting data that may be used to inform the 
final decision.  
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• If the student’s combined Listening and Speaking Raw Score is 27 or higher, the 
student meets the minimum criteria for English language proficiency. However, the 
LEAs have the discretion of using additional indicators to inform the final decision.  
• It is important to note that no matter how literate kindergarten students may be in the 
domains of listening and speaking and although they may have reading and/or writing 
skills equal to those of their peers, no kindergarten student has had an opportunity to 
become truly literate in either of the domains of reading or writing and will benefit 
greatly from the support of language assistance services.  
• Therefore, the LEA has the flexibility to consider additional factors to support 
eligibility of kindergarten students for language assistance services.  
 

W-APT for grades 1-12  
 
When the W-APT is administered to students from second semester of grade 1 through grade 12, 
the criteria for eligibility will follow these guidelines:  
 

• A student who scores at 5.0 or higher on the W-APT is deemed ineligible for language 
assistance services.  
• If the student scores less than 5.0 on the W-APT, the student is deemed eligible for 
language assistance services.  
• If the student’s score is a borderline score approaching a 5.0, then this score in 
conjunction with the professional judgment of the school’s Student Evaluation Team 
(TST/SET) should inform the final decision for services and placement.  
• The TST/SET may wish to consider a child’s grade level as part of this decision. In the 
primary grades or the transitional grades from one level to another, there may be valid 
concerns regarding the limited degree of proficiency attainable in the primary grades or 
the increased difficulty of academic content requirements at higher-grade levels.  

 
Students who were previously enrolled in another Mississippi LEA or another WIDA Consortium 
state may not need to be assessed with the W-APT, providing they have test results available for 
review. 
 
The W-APT should be considered as only one piece of evidence in the decision-making 
process regarding placement of students in grades K-12. A teacher’s best professional 
judgment, other assessments, and extenuating circumstances, such as the student’s age and 
amount and quality of previous schooling, should be considered when making decisions for 
educational instructional services. 
 
Step 3 – Parental Notification  
 
Prior to the initial placement of a student in a language instruction educational program, the LEA 
or school must notify the student’s parents or guardians. Parents are not required to respond to 
the notification in order for the student to participate in the LEA’s language instructional 
program; parents do have the right to waive Language Instruction Educational Program and  
remove their child from the district’s English Language Instructional Program. However, if a 
student has been classified as an ELL, based on the HLS and the W-APT, the student is still 



ELL	  District	  Plan	   	   6	  
	  

	   Meridian	  Public	  School	  District	  
	  

required, by federal law (Section 3122 and Section 1116 of NCLB) to take the ELP assessment 
until the student has tested proficient in English. 
 
Step 4 – English as a Second Language Program Placement  
 
ELLs come to school not only to learn how to communicate socially, but to become 
academically proficient in English. Learning social English is just the tip of the iceberg. Just 
because they can speak on the playground, talk to peers, and use everyday English does not mean 
that they are up to speed in academic English. To the contrary, these ELLs are not yet proficient 
enough to handle the standards-based curriculum. They lack the academic vocabulary needed to 
develop the content knowledge in English that they will need to succeed in future schooling. By 
recognizing these two types of proficiencies, you can help expedite your ELLs' academic English 
through program placement. 
 
The first rule for assigning English Language Learners in an educational program is that students 
should be placed at the age appropriate grade level (per Office for Civil Rights Guidelines).  
 
Grade Level: K-8  
Students will be placed in grades according to chronological age in grades K-8.  

Note: There are some situations that allow for exceptions to the general rule. If a student 
is not much older than six and has not been in a school before, it is often best to place the 
student in kindergarten. If an ELL student is developmentally delayed or has suffered 
serious deprivation, then the ELL students may need to be placed at a lower grade level. 
In any event, ELL students will never be more than a year behind their age appropriate 
grade (per MDE). 
 

Grade Level: 9 - 12  
High School age students will be enrolled in high school as long as they are under 21 years of 
age. In cases where graduation will not be possible by age 21, the parents and students will be 
informed of other options (GED classes, Adult Basic Education, etc.) by the guidance counselor 
or ESL teacher. If parents proceed in enrolling the student in high school, the fact that the student 
will not be able to graduate due to lack of course credit will be fully explained. An interpreter 
may be needed for this purpose. No student will be denied the opportunity to attend high 
school so long as he/she is less than 21 years of age. Students with no academic records will be 
placed in the ninth grade. If records are received at a later date, the transcript will be evaluated to 
determine academic course credit and the student will be reassigned to appropriate classes and 
grade levels. The guidance counselor or a person trained in transcript evaluation will interview 
the student to determine the length of time the student spent in each class per week. Course credit 
will be awarded to the amount of credit awarded for contact hours as outlined by the Carnegie 
Unit Standards. 
 
All ELLs will participate in the Mississippi Statewide Assessment System as required by state 
and federal regulations.  This includes the yearly administration of the WIDA Access for ELLs 
in April.  Results of the Access for ELLs will be available to parents and students during the first 
nine weeks of the new school year.  Parent reports are available in English and multiple other 
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languages.  A Spanish language interpreter can be available to translate MCT2 and SATP scores 
if the parent wishes. 
 
Grading English Language Learners  
 
Mississippi Department of Education has adopted guidelines for grading and retention of English 
language learners. Teacher may use the English proficiency level to inform and modify 
instruction. The ELL tutors will make available to the teachers at the TST/SET meeting the ‘Can 
Do Descriptors’ denoting the student’s level in each area of language proficiency with goals for 
moving to the next level. Students at proficiency levels one, two and three do not have sufficient 
language to be accurately graded, so MDE suggests the following modifications.  
 
Kindergarten – 5th Grade:  
1. Levels 1-3 (Entering, Beginning, and Developing)  

a. 65 -100% Passing (S=Satisfactory)  
b. 46 - 64% Passing (N=Needs Improvement)  
c. 0 - 45% (U=Unsatisfactory) Documentation necessary  
d. ―ELLǁ‖ noted on the report card  
 

2. Level 4-5 (Expanding and Bridging)  
a. Common criteria for assigning grade (with necessary accommodations and  
modifications)  
b. ―ELLsǁ‖ noted on the report card 
 

3. Level 6 (Reaching)  
a. Common criteria for assigning grades (With necessary accommodations and  
modifications)  
b. ―ELLǁ‖ noted on the report card  
 

6th Grade – 12th Grade:  
1. Levels 1-3 (Entering, Beginning, and Developing)  

a. 65 -100% Passing (S=Satisfactory). With necessary accommodations and  
modifications  
b. 46 - 64% Passing (N=Needs Improvement). Documentation necessary  
c. 0 - 45% (U=Unsatisfactory) Documentation necessary  
d. ―ELLǁ‖ noted on the report card  
 

2. Level 4-5 (Expanding and Bridging)  
a. Common criteria for assigning grades  
(With necessary accommodations and modifications)  
b. ―ELLǁ‖ noted on the report card 
 

3. Level 6 (Reaching)  
a. Common criteria for assigning grades  
(With necessary accommodations and modifications)  
b. ―ELLǁ‖ noted on the report card 18  
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Award Carnegie unit credit to students in levels 1-3 based on classroom modifications and 
accommodations for students success. 
 
Per MDE, ELL Guidelines – January 2011, pp. 50 - 51, “No failing grades may be given during 
the ELLS’ progress from Level 1 – entering through Level 3 – Developing Language 
Proficiency.”  
 
Retention is generally not recommended for any ELL.  The decision to promote or retain must be 
made on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Exiting Process  
 
The SET/TST will consider MDE’s exit criteria as they determine status for exiting ELLs. This 
review will be documented. Specific steps and Criteria for Exiting ELLs Grades 3-12 may be 
found in MDE’s Exiting English Language Program Services (January 2011). Other factors to be 
considered in deciding whether a student should be retained in ESL classes or exited from them 
include the following: 
 

•  Standardized test scores  
• Academic achievement as measured by classroom assignments and tests  
• Student classroom observations  
• Interviews with the student  
• Length of time in school  
• Student’s educational background  
• Progress through WIDA - Can Do Descriptors  
• Academic Performance Indicators for Grades 3 – 12 may include:  
• Academic Record (report card)  

o District Assessments  
o MDE Benchmarks  
o Universal Screening  
o Mississippi Curriculum Test 2 Language Arts (Reading and Writing) and 
Mathematics  
o Mississippi Writing Assessment (4th and 7th grades only)  
o Mississippi Science Assessment (5th and 8th grades only)  
o SATP (Algebra I, Biology I, US History, English II)  
o WIDA-ACCESS for ELLs®  

Note: Students are required to pass the subject area tests in order to receive a regular high 
school diploma. Graduation requirements are determined by the year the students entered the 
ninth grade. 
 
When an ELL achieves at the levels demonstrated in the following table, the student is eligible to 
exit the ESL program and enter a federally mandated two-year monitoring period. 
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During the required two year monitoring period, the student is no longer considered LEP or an 
ELL.  He/she will no longer need accommodations or modifications and will not take the WIDA 
Access English Language Proficiency test.  When a student exits, he/she will not longer be 
counted in the LEP subgroup. 

If during the two year monitoring period indicators arise that the student is not being successful, 
support services may again be offered based on student needs.  Services could be limited to a 
specific domain area of listening, speaking, reading, or writing; or, if necessary, the student 
could return to ELL language program services.  Kindergarten through 2nd grade ELLs are not 
eligible for exit.  

Monitoring- 2 years 

ELLs who have exited the LEP subgroup will be monitored by classroom teachers as well as 
ELL tutors.  Monitoring the students’ progress will include 

• Classroom grades 
• Standardized tests 
• Communicating with classroom teachers as needed 
• Communicating with the exited students as needed 
• Communicating with parents as needed 

Students’ grades will documented each 9 weeks.  All communication will be documented.   

Programs and Services 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Pull-Out Program - Based on an established schedule, 
English language learners are pulled from their mainstream classrooms for a portion of the day to 
receive instruction in English language development either individually or in small groups. This 
program model is used at all grade levels (Grades Pre-K-12). Since the program emphasizes both 
academic language and social language proficiency, the ELL tutors base their curricular 
materials and resources on English language proficiency standards established by:  
• Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) and Meridian Public School District (MPSD)  
• World-Class Instructional Design Assessment (WIDA) Consortium  
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ELLs and Other District Programs  
 
MPSD operates as a School-wide, Title I district; therefore all students have the right to 
participate in the full range of all programs including Gifted Education, Special Education, 
Response to Intervention, and all non-academic and extracurricular activities. 


